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ANNUAL  REPORT  I960, 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and 
sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Urban  District  in  i960. 

The  birth  rate  was  slightly  lower  and  the  death  rate  slightly 
higher  than  in  1959,  but  there  was  little  significant  change. 

A considerable  reduction  took  place  in  the  number  of  still 
births  registered  from  11,  in  1959  to  4,  in  i960. 

The  natural  increase  in  the  population  was  lower  than  in 
the  previous  year  but  considerably  higher  than  in  1957  when  it 
reached  the v ery  low  level  of  66. 

A very  satisfactory  feature  of  the  year  was  the  reduction  in 
the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  to  half  the  number 
registered  in  1959.  Consequently,  the  infantile  mortality  rate 
was  reduced  to  12,3  per  thousand  live  births  comparing  favourably 
with  the  national  rate  of  21.7. 

As  mentioned  in  the  text  of  the  report , a noteworthy  point 
was  the  absence  of  any  infant  death  from  an  infettive  cause. 

Unfortunately,  however,  for  the  first  time  in  the  last  three 
years,  there  was  a maternal  death. 

As  regards  the  individual  causes  of  death,  those  of  residents 
from  coronary  disease,  angina,  showed  a definite  increase,  while 
thosefbon malignant  diseases  decreased  by  12. 

It  is  significant  that  deaths  from  malignant  disease  of  the 
stomach  showed  no  change,  but  remained  at  the  high  level  of  12 
as  in  1959;  those  from  cancer  of  the  lungs  and  bronchi  declined 
by  6. 


There  was  an  unwelcome  increase  in  deaths  from  motor  vehicle 
accidents  to  a total  of  5,  the  highest  number  of  fatal  road 
accidents  for  some  years.  On  the  other  hand,  fatal  home  accidents 
dropped  from  5 the  previous  year  to  3,  in  i960. 

It  is  hoped  that  continued  and  increased  propaganda  on 
road,  industrial,  and  home  safety,  will  gradually  help  to  lower 
the  mortality  rate  from  accidents  of  all  kinds. 
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The  mortality  rate  for  tuberculosis  was  low,  and  the 
incidence  of  the  disease  showed  a decided  reduction  from  20, 
primary  notifications  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  in  1959  to 
13,  in  i960.  The  decrease  was  in  both  male  and  female 
notifications . 

Notifications  of  infectious  diseases  reached  the  extremely 
low  level  of  40.  A decline  in  incidence  was  obvious  in  Scarlet 
Fever,  Whooping  Cough,  Dysentery  and  Primary  or  Virus  Pneumonia. 

The  year  of  1959  was  one  of  the  years  of  bi-ennial  increase 
of  Measles,  as  the  younger  non-immune  children  became  'at  risk', 
in  I960,  4 cases  only  were  notified. 

Investigation  was  made  of  a suspected  case  of  Paratyphoid 
Fever  and  one  of  Food  Poisoning. 

For  the  first  time  in  recent  years  there  was  no  case  of 
Salmonellosis . 

Unfortunately,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  formal  action  under 
Section  47  of  the  National  Assistanct  Act  was  imperative,  and 
application  was  made  for  a Court  Order  for  the  removal  to  Part  III 
accommodation,  of  an  elderly  man,  living  in  insanitary  circumstances 
and  quite  unable  to  look  after  himself. 

Action  under  this  Section  is  only  taken  when  absolutely 
necessary.  Cases  are  investigated  under  the  Section  from  time 
to  time  and  are  usually  resolved  by  increasing  the  domiciliary 
services . 

Progress  towards  a Smoke  Control  Area  remained  in  abeyance. 

The  Department  was  short  of  an  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 
for  over  five  months  of  the  year. 

A considerable  number  of  visits  were  made  to  the  various 
food  promises  in  the  district,  but  no  formal  action  was  necessary 
in  connection  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

Altogether,  9 complaints  were  received  in  connection  with  the 
alleged  finding  of  extraneous  matter  in  food  and  in  three  instances 
legal  proceedings  were  instituted  and  fines,  with  costs,  imposed 
in  each  case. 

In  connection  with  milk,  88.85$  of  the  total  number  of 
samples  submitted  satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  Test,  and  8 3*3% 
of  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  (farm  bottled)  milk  also  -satisfied 
the  test;  the  percentages  of  satisfactory  samples  being  higher 
than  in  the  last  two  years. 
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Of  the  sixteen  samples  of  ice  cream  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  only  one  was  placed  in  Provisional 
Grade  4. 

Suitable  action  was  taken  in  regard  to  milk  and  ice  cream 
samples  not  satisfying  the  test. 

I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Health  Committee  for  their  continued  interest  in  the  work  of 
the  department  and  to  my  colleagues  in  other  departments  of  the 
Council  for  their  co-operation.  I also  wish  to  thank  Mr.  Stenger, 
the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector,  for  his  sustained  high  standard 
of  work,  especially  as  he  had  a long  period  of  being  without 
assistance,  aid  also  to  Mrs.  Raine  and  Miss  Oliver  for  their  very 
satisfactory  work  throughout  the  year. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  HOPPER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


4. 

I.  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


POPULATION, 

The  Urban  District  covers  a relatively  compact  area  and  is 
chiefly  residential  in  character,  but  contains  a number  of  business 
offices,  though  few  industries.  The  majority  of  the  inhabitants 
work  in  the  adjoining  City  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  and  on  Tyneside. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  Registrar  General  at  mid  year 
I960  was  26,320,  an  increase  of  470  on  the  mid  year  estimated 
population  of  1959.  There  has  been  an  increase  of  1,420  in 
population  during  the  last  three  years. 

BIRTHS , 

In  contrast  to  the  previous  year  there  was  a decrease  in  births. 
The  total  number  registered  was  k 06  (215  male  and  191  female) 
compared  with  436  in  1959,  a decrease  of  30  in  i960. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  was  13  compared  with  14, 
the  previous  year*  Illegitimate  births  have  slightly  increased 
during  the  last  two  years. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  Urban  District  (corrected  for  age  and 
sex  distribution)  was  l6.3  per  thousand  births  and  that  for  England 
and  Wales  ?;as  17.1*  In  1959,  the  birth  rate  was  17.8  for  this 
district  and  the  national  rate  was  16.5 . 

There  was  a big  reduction  in  the  number  of  still  births 
registered  to  4,  from  11,  in  1959  and  12,  in  1958. 

The  still  birth  rate  for  the  country  was  19.7  per  thousand 
total  live  and  still  births  and  that  for  this  district  was  9.8  in 
i960  and  24.6,  in  1959. 

DEATHS. 


The  total  number  of  deaths  registered,  374  (187  male  and  187 
female)  was  less  than  the  total  of  383  registered  last  year. 

However,  the  number  of  deaths  at  the  St.  Nicholas  Hospital,  whioh 
were  not  transferable,  was  85  compared  with  104,  the  previous  year, 
so  that  the  deaths  of  residents,  after  exclusion  of  the  hospital 
deaths,  was  289  in  i960,  compared  with  279  in  1959,  a slight  increase. 

The  death  rate  (corrected)  for  the  Urban  District  was  12.3  and 
the  national  rate  was  11.5  per  thousand  population.  In  1959,  the 
death  rate  (corrected)  for  the  district  ?;as  10.8  and  that  for  the 
country  generally  was  11.6. 
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NATURAL  INCREASE  IN  THE  POPULATION. 


After  taking  out  deaths  in  the  chronic  ;hospital,  excess  of 
births  over  deaths  in  the  year  was  117  compared  with  157 » in  1959 • 
The  natural  increase  in  the  population  has  certainly  improved  during 
the  last  few  years,  as  it  reached  the  low  level  of  66,  in  1957. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

A very  welcome  decrease  took  place  in  the  number  of  deaths  of 
infants  under  one  year  to  5 from  10,  the  year  before.  Four  of 
these  deaths  occurred  during  the  first  week  of  life  and  were  peri- 
natal in  cause.  One  was  due  to  a congenital  abnormality  and  three 
had  prematurity  either  as  a primary  or  contributory  cause.  The 
other  death  of  an  infant  under  one  year,  was  that  of  a baby  of  two 
months,  whose  death  was  accidental,  due  to  inhalation  of  vomit. 

A death  of  an  infant  from  the  same  cause  occurred  in  1959* 

It  is  a very  encouraging  feature,  that  no  death  occurred  from 
an  infective  cause,  whereas  there  were  two  deaths  from  bronchial 
pneumonia  in  1959. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  district  was  12.3  per 
thousand  live  births  compared  with  that  for  England  and  Wales  of 
21.7.  In  1959,  the  rate  recorded  for  the  district  was  22.9  and 
that  for  the  country,  22.0. 

A.nte-natal  and  Child  Care  are  proceeding  steadily  towards  the 
goal  of  an  ever  lessening  mortality  rate  and  are  steadily  reaching 
towards  their  objective. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

Unfortunately , there  was  one  death  this  year  of  a mother  in 
child  birth  due  to  severe  ante-partum  haemorrhage.  There  has  been 
no  death  attributable  to  pregnancy  or  child  birth  for  two  years. 

The  maternal  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  0.39 
per  thousand  live  and  still  births. 

INDIVIDUAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


There  was  no  significant  change  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 
vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system,  there  being  44  in  I960  and 
42,  in  1959.  Six  deaths  in  this  classification  occurred  at  the 
ho spital. 

Of  course,  the  largest  number  of  deaths  v/as  due  to  heart  and 
circulatory  diseases,  a total  of  168,  48  of  these  being  of  hospital 
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residents.  This  gave  a total  of  120  deaths  of  residents  of  the 
district  in  this  classification,  compared  with  85,  in  1959. 

There  was  a definite  increase  in  the  deaths  of  residents 
from  coronary  disease,  angina. 

Deaths  from  malignant  neoplasm  numbered  63,  of  ?/hich  6 were 
of  hospital  residents,  compared  with  73,  including  4 hospital 
residents,  in  1959,  a decrease  in  total  of  12. 

Deaths  from  malignant  disease  of  the  stomach  were  12  in 
both  years. 

Those  from  malignant  neoplasm  of  the  lungs  and  bronchi  in 
1959  decreased  from  a total  of  16,  none  of  whom  were  hospital 
residents,  to  11  in  i960 , one  being  a hospital  resident,  a fall 
of  6 deaths. 

There  was  a decided  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 
cancer  of  the  breast  to  9,  from  3 the  previous  year.  On  the 
other  hand,  deaths  from  malignant  neoplasm  of  ’other  sites’ 
decreased  by  12  to  30,  from  1+2,  in  1959. 

No  death  from  leukaemia  was  registered  for  the  second 
year  in  succession.  There  were  4 in  1958  and  2,  in  1957. 

Deaths  from  diabetes  decreased  to  one  from  4,  the  previous 

year. 


Grouping  the  respiratory  diseases  together,  there  was  a 
total  of  30,  including  8 in  the  chronic  hospital  compared  with 
30,  including  11  deaths  in  the  hospital  in  1959;  no  significant 
change . 

One  death  from  influenza  was  registered  compared  with  the 
unusually  high  number  of  9 in  the  previous  year,  when  the- 
disease  was  prevalent,  7 of  these  9 deaths  occurred  at  the 
hospital. 

Unfortunately,  deaths  from  motor  vehicle  accidents  which 
were  2 in  1959  and  one  in  1958,  rose  sharply  to  5.  Two  of  these 
fatal  accidents  were  due  to  falls  under  motor  vehicles,  two 
occurred  when  riding  motor  cycles  and  one  was  a motor  car  accident. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  other  accidents  dropped  to  12 
from  18,  in  1959.  Nine  of  these  occurred  in  the  hospital 
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(8  femalo  deaths  and  one  male  death)  in  patients  already  suffering 
from  chronic  diseases,  death  being  accelerated  by  falls,  and  in 
some  cases,  fractures.  The  three  other  accidents  were  of 
residents  of  the  district,  one  a fall  and  fracture  in  an  elderly 
lady,  one  a man  of  80  knocked  down  by  a pedal  cycle,  and  the 
other,  a baby  of  two  months  due  to  inhalation  of  vomit. 

It  is  an  encouraging  feature  this  year  that  the  number  of 
home  accidents  has  been  reduced  from  5 to  3. 

It  was  noteworthy  that  there  was  no  death  from  suicide 
in  the  year.  Previously,  there  had  been  5 deaths  in  1959,  and 
2 in  both  1958  and  1957. 

II.  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Two  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  in 
the  year  as  in  the  previous  two  years.  There  was  no  death  from 
the  N on-pulmonary  form  of  the  disease. 

The  mortality  rate  for  respiratory  tuberculosis  was  0,68 
per  thousand  population  for  England  and  Yifales  and  for  the  Urban 
District,  it  was  0.08. 

In  1959,  23  cases  were  notified,  20  Pulmonary  and  3 Non- 
pulmonary,  but  of  these,  there  were  6 notifications  of  patients 
in  the  St.  Nicholas  Hospital.  This  reduced  the  incidence  among 
residents  to  12f  notification*  of  respiratory  tuberculosis. 

In  I960,  no  notification  of  the  disease  was  received  from 
the  hospital.  If  the  hospital  figures  are  excluded,  there  was 
close  approximation  of  the  incidence  of  the  disease  in  both 
years,  conforming  to  the  general  trend  throughout  the  country 
of  a gradually  decreasing  incidence. 

Of  the  12  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in  I960,  8 were 
male  and  4 female.  There  was  a welcome  drop  in  the  incidence 
of  the  disease  in  females  from  25  to  35  years  of  age  to  2 from 
5,  in  the  previous  year.  Unfortunately,  there  was  one 
notification  of  a girl  of  13  years. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  and  School  Medical  Officer 
v/ere  notified  with  a view  to  a further  check  on  children 
attending  the  school  and  on  B.C.G-.  vaccination. 

One  notification  of  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was 
received  in  the  course  of  the  year  compared  with  2,  in  1959 
and  4,  in  1958. 
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The  inward  transfers  to  the  district  numbered  15,  a slightly 
higher  number  than  in  the  previous  few  years.  In  recent  years, 
there  has  been  a gradual  flow  of  inward  transfers,  now  numbering 
91,  and  this,  together  with  the  yearly  primary  notifications, 
keeps  the  Tuberculosis  Register  to  a fairly  high  level. 

An  interesting  point  was  that  the  number  of  primary 
notifications  of  the  disease  was  less  than  the  number  of  inward 
transfers.  In  previous  years  they  were  nearly  the  same. 

One  case  (female)  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  returned 
to  the  register,  after  having  been  removed  as  recovered. 

Patients  are  under  the  care  of  the  Senior  Chest  Physician 
at  the  Chest  Clinic,  New  Bridge  Street,  Newcastle  upbn  Tyne,  and 
admission  to  the  Walker  G-ate  Hospital  and  the  various  sanatoria 
of  the  region  takes  place  almost  immediately  as  required. 

Family  contacts  are  kept  under  review  by  the  Chest  Clinic 
and  are  visited  at  home  by  the  health  visitors,  and  particular 
attention  is  given  to  children  'at  risk'.  The  B.C.G-,  programme 
is  gradually  being  extended  at  the  schools  and,  in  addition, 
vaccination  of  particular  age  groups  is  given,  as  necessary, 
both  at  the  Clinic  and  school  with  the  parents  consent. 

Seven  families  with  a tuberculous  background  were  rehoused 
to  more  suitable  housing  conditions  on  medical  grounds  in  I960. 

No  visit  was  paid  by  the  Unit  of  the  Mass  Radiography 
Service  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  during  the  year. 

Sessions  had  been  held  in  October,  1959,  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  a visit  will  be  made  in  19 6l. 

III.  GENERAL  EPIDEMIOLOGY. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
in  the  course  of  the  year  was  40  compared  with  539,  in  1959  amd 
145,  in  1958. 

In  1959 ? the  increased  incidence  was  almost  entirely  due 
to  the  bi-ennial  outbreak  of  Measles,  when  458  cases  were 
notified. 

The  low  number  of  notified  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
in  I960,  is  probably  the  lowest  ever  recorded. 
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Measles . Measles  notifications  numbered  4 only, 
compared  with  458  in  1959,  and  16  cases  in  1958. 

The  pattern  of  bi-ennial  increase  has  been  very  faithfully 
followed  in  recent  years  as  the  younger  children  become  ’at  risk'. 

Whooping  Couigh.  The  number  of  Whooping  Cough  notifications 
further  decreased  to  a total  of  9 from  17,  in  1959,  and  79,  in 
1958. 


Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough  is  having  a very 
decided  effect,  as  the  majority  of  young  children  in  the  district 
receive  the  triple  antigen  almost  as  a matter  of  routine. 

The  graph  which  was  commenced  last  year,  and  has  been 
continued,  stresses  the  decrease  in  incidence  of  the  disease  as 
the  number  of  children  protected  each  year  increases. 

The  few  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  occurred  sporadically 
from  March  to  October  at  the  rate  of  about  one  each  month 
and  the  illness  was  generally  of  a mild  type. 

Scarlet  Fever.  The  low  incidence  of  this  disease  continued, 
a total  of  7 cases  being  notified  in  I960,  8,  in  1959  and  11, 
in  1958. 

Three  cases  occurred  in  August  in  separate  families  and 
the  remainder  were  scattered  between  May  and  November.  Very 
mild  illness  was  characteristic. 

Dysentery.  In  the  previous  year,  the  number  of  notifications 
of  Dysentery  had  risen  to  21  from  16,  in  1958,  The  notifications 
in  I960  considerably  decreased  to  a total  of  4 notified  in  the 
district  and  information  was  received  of  a further  four  cases 
diagnosed  at  the  Walker  Gate  Hospital,  and  normally  resident 
in  this  district. 

There  were  few  positive  family  contacts  and  surveillance 
of  all  cases  was  carried  out  until  the  stools  we re  clear. 

Food  Poisoning.  No  notification  of  Food  Poisoning  was 
received  as  in  the  previous  two  years,  but  a suspected  case  was 
investigated.  Samples  of  sardines  and  boiled  ham  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  following  a report 
of  diarrhoea  and  sickness  in  two  members  of  a family  after 
consumption  of  the  food.  Bacteriological  reports  of  faecal 
specimens  and  the  food  were  negative  and  recovery  from  the 
illness  took  place  in  a short  time. 
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A graph  has  been  compiled  illustrating  this. 


Graph  showing  incidence  of  Whooping  Cough 
in  the  Urban  District  and  the  number  of 
children  who  received  protection  against  the 
disease  over  a ten  year  period. 
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Line  A shows  the  number  of  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  each  year. 
Line  B shows  the  number  of  children  who  received  prophylactic 
injections  against  Whooping  Cough  each  year. 
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For  the  first  time  for  some  years,  no  case  of  illness  due 
to  organisms  of  the  salmonella  group  was  found. 

Paratyphoid  Fever.  Notification  of  a case  of  suspected 
paratyphoid  fever  in  the  early  days  of  June  was  received  and  the 
patient  admitted  to  the  ¥alker  G-ate  Hospital.  The  diagnosis, 
however,  was  not  confirmed  and  the  patient  returned  home  in  a 
few  days. 

Stool  specimens  of  home  contacts  were  taken,  with 
negative  results. 

Primary  and  Virus  Pneumonia.  After  the  increase  in  1959 
to  a total  of  28  cases  notified*  there  was  a welcome  decrease  to  11. 

Five  cases  occurred  in  March,  two  in  June  and  two  in  November. 

In  the  previous  year,  the  peak  oeriod  of  notification  was  in  April, 

Influenza.  As  has  been  the  practice  for  many  years,  the 
general  practitioners  of  the  district  co-operated  in  keeping 
watch  on  any  increase  in  the  prevalence  of  Influenza,  as 
distinct  from  the  common  cold  and  its  complications,  but  none 
was  observed  this  particular  winter. 

Poliomyelitis . No  case  of  Poliomyelitis  was  notified, 
as  in  the  previous  year. 

Public  Health  (infectious  Diseases)  Amendment  Regulations, 

I960 . These  regulations  came  into  force  on  December  1st,  and 

provided  for  the  notification  by  medical  practitioners  to 

Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  cases  of  "Anthrax  'in  addition  to  the  already 

existent  notification  by  medical  practitioners  under  Section  66 

of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  of  cases  of  anthrax  in  any  factory, 

to  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Factories. 

This  lack  of  notification  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
has  always  been  an  anomaly  and  the  new  regulations  rectify  this. 

IV.  HOUSING-. 

The  total  number  of  houses  erected  by  the  Council  since 
1944  was  1575,  69  being  erected  in  i960.  In  addition,  119 
new  houses  were  privately  built  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

Mr.  Wyld,  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  has  kindly  supplied  these 
figures. 

On  December  31st  "the  number  of  applications  for  Council 
houses  was  813  compared  with  902,  in  1959.  The  Housing  Officer 
has  kindly  furnished  these  figures. 
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V.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  {MMWDlTt'W  ACT.  1951. 

Section  47.  Removal  to  suitable  promises  of  persons 
suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease  or  being  elderly  and  infirm, 
and  living  in  insanitary  conditions  and  are  in  need  of  care  and 
attention. 

An  elderly  man,  living  alone  and  in  gross  insanitary 
circumstances,  was  removed  to  the  Thomas  Taylor  Homes,  Stannington, 
on  the  23rd  December,  under  a Court  Order  taken  under  Section  47 
of  the  above  Act. 

All  attempts  at  improvement  had  been  met  with  a determined 
refusal  of  any  form  of  help,  and  it  was  doubtful  if  sufficient 
food  was  being  taken. 

Two  new  cases  were  investigated  and  visits  were  also  made 
to  three  cases  already  under  supervision  by  the  department,  but 
no  formal  action  was  necessary.  In  all,  21  visits  were  made 
under  this  Section. 

Section  50.  Burial  or  Cremation  of  the  Dead.  No  formal 
action  was  necessary  under  this  Section. 

VI.  MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS , 1949. 

AND  FOOD  HYGIENE. 

The  sampling  of  milk  during  the  year  showed  that  the 
percentage  of  samples  satisfying  the  Methylene  Blue  Keeping 
Quality  Test  had  risen  to  88.8%  from  83  and  84%  in  the  previous 
two  years,  and  that  of  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  (farm 
bottled)  milk  83.3%  satisfied  the  test,  a considerable  increase 
in  satisfactory  samples  on  the  figures  of  69  and  73%  Don  the 
previous  two  years. 

Sixteen  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for 
examination  and  one  only  was  placed  in  Provisional  Grade  4* 

Suitable  action  was  taken  in  regard  to  samples  not 
satisfying  the  test. 

VII.  ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

As  mentioned  in  the  Annual  Report  of  1959  the  Council  have 
resolved  to  moVb  to  smoke  control  areas  covering  the  Urban 
District  within  ten  years;  the  first  smoke  control  area  to  cover 
Fawdon  Farm,  Grange  and  Regent  Farm  Estates. 

It  was  not  possible  to  make  much  progress  towards  this  as 
the  staff  of  the  department  was  depleted  for  nearly  half  the  year. 
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VIII.  HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

A\s  in  previous  years,  publicity  through  posters  and  leaflets 
on  health  subjects  was  continued,  and  supplies  of  publicity 
displayed  at  several  points , such  as  the  Child  Welfare  Centre 
and  the  Library  at  various  times  during  the  year,  special  stress 
being  placed  on  accidents  in  the  home. 

IX.  WELFARE  OF  OLD  PEOPLE. 

The  very  active  work  of  the  Old  Peoples  Welfare  Committee 
continued  during  the  year.  The  number  of  friendly  visitors 
calling  on  house-bound  old  people  increased  to  48. 

The  dar  outing  s in  the  summer  months  were  again  much 
appreciated  and  a general  outing  to  Rothbury  of  110  old  people 
took  place . 

The  chiropody  service  considerably  extended  to  include 
elderly  people  not  on  the  books  of  the  Committee  but  residents 
in  the  district.  Two  chiropodists  are  engaged  part  time  in 
the  service  and  323  treatments  were  given. 

A Social  Committee  was  formed  to  deal  with  the  organising 
of  outings,  Christmas  festivities  and  the  rad. sing  of  funds. 

Also  an  expansion  of  general  interest  is  the  arranging  of 
lectures  on  First  Aid,  etc.  The  first  lecture  of  ’One  of  Five' 
was  given  and  will  be  followed  up. 

The  ’Meals  on  V/heels  Service’  which  was  commenced  last  year 
continued  to  fulfil  a real  need,  approximately  twenty-four 
elderly  people  being  regularly  supplied  with  two  dinners  a week 
at  a charge  of  l/3  each. 

X.  MORTUARY. 

The  mortuary  continued  its  useful  function.  During  the 
year  13  bodies  were  placed  in  it,  and  9 postmortems  carried  out. 

XI.  NOISE  ABATEMENT. 

The  Noise  Abatement  act  came  into  force  on  the  27th 
November,  I960,  and  is  now  on  the  Statute  Book  should  any 
nuisance  arise. 


XII.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Details  are  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Senior 
Public  Health  Inspector. 
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HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

(a)  Regional  Hospital  Board.  There  are  two  hospitals  in  the 
Urban  District,  the  St.  Nicholas  Hospital  for  the  treatment  of 
mental  disorders  and  the  Sanderson  Orthopaedic  Hospital  for 
the  treatment  of  children, 

(b)  Tuberculosis  Service.  Cases  attend  the  Chest  Clinic, 

New  Bridge  Street,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  under  the  care  of  the 
Senior  Chest  Physician,  Dr.  Verity. 

Sanatorium  treatment  is  provided  in  the  various  sanatoria 
of  the  region  at  the  Walker  G-ate  Hospital  or  at  the  Children’s 
Hospital  at  Stannington. 

(c)  Local  Authority  Services.  Services  (3)  (4)  (5)  (6)  and  (7) 
and  the  care  of  the  buildings  in  Section  (2)  are  administered 

by  the  South  Area  Health  Sub-Committee  of  the  Northumberland 
County  Council. 

(1)  Home  Nursing  and  Midwifery. 

Two  general  nurses  are  domiciled  in  the  district  and  one 
at  Brunt on  Park.  Two  midwives  are  resident  in  the  district. 

A male  nurse  living  at  Woodlands  Park,  Wideopen,  Telephone 
No.  248  Wideopen,  was  appointed  to  the  County  staff  for 
special  services  as  required. 

( 2)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service. 

At  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  Church  Road, 
Gosforth,  regular  sessions  are  held  for  babies,  children  and 
expectant  mothers;  for  relaxation  classes,  for  dental  treatment, 
orthopaedic  consultations,  speech  therapy,  the  treatment  of 
eye  defects  and  skin  diseases,  and  other  special  groups  such 
as  poliomyelitis  sessions  for  children  and  adults. 

Work  was  commenced  on  the  construction  of  a new  wing  on 
the  east  end  of  the  Centre  to  provide  a new  dental  room,  food 
room  and  perambulator  shelter,  and  also  alterations  to  the 
hall  to  make  a waiting  room  for  ante  natal  patients  and  some 
other  minor  alterations  to  the  building. 

(3)  Ambulance  Service , 

The  Wideopen  Depot  which  covers  Gosforth  is  situated 
three  miles  to  the  north  and  is  the  largest  in  the  County. 
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It  covers  the  Urban  Districts  of  G-osforth  and  Longbenton  (with 
the  exception  of  West  Allotment)  and  adjacent  parts  of  Castle 
Ward  and  works  in  conjunction  with  the  other  depots  in  the  County. 

A four  bay  extension  to  the  depot  was  completed  during  the 
year  and  two  additional  drive r/attendants  appointed  and  one  extra 
vehicle  provided.  A driver  supervisor  is  in  control  with  16 
driver/attendants,  and  A radio-control  assistants  on  a 24  hour 
basis. 

All  calls  between  4 p.m.  to  8 a.m.,  on  week  days  and  from 
noon  on  Saturdays  to  8 a.m.  Mondays  from  the  whole  of  the  southern 
part  of  the  County, are  received  at  Wideopen  and  relayed  to  the 
eight  other  stations  in  the  area. 

During  the  year  ambulances  of  this  depot  made 
6702)  journeys,  carried  23,520  (22,799)  patients, 

758)  accident  and  emergency  cases  and  3837  (3730) 
and  did  a mileage  of  178,922  (172,472)  miles. 

(4)  Immunisation  and  Vaccination. 

Diphtheria.  As  has  been  the  practice  for  many  years 
vaccination  against  diphtheria  was  carried  out  at  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  at  the  schools  and  by  the  general 
practitioners  of  the  district. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  447  children  including  387, 

0-4  years  and  60,  5-14  years  received  a primary  course  of 
immunisation,  and  990  children  received  a reinforcing  injection. 

In  the  previous  year,  a total  of  359  children  had  received  a 
primary  course  and  279  a reinforcing  injection. 

At  the  31st  December,  I960,  a total  of  9 2$  (92$)  of  all 
children  up  to  14  years  had  been  immunised  at  some  time  during 
their  lives,  81$  (81$)  0-4  -years  and  98$  (98$)  5-14  years  were 
contained  in  this  total. 

he  Immunity  Index  showing  the  number  of  children  immunised 
during  the  last  5 years  was  as  follows  : - 


7091 

including  794 
stretcher  cases, 


Children  under  1 year 

38$ 

(3<$) 

n 1-4  years 

91$ 

(93» 

" 5-14  years 

68$ 

(53» 

giving  a total  Immunity  Index  of  children  under  15  years  of  7 2$ 
(63$) . The  figures  in  brackets  indicate  those  for  the  previous 

year. 
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As  seen  above  the  percentage  of  children  immunised  at  some 
time  during  their  lives  remained  at  the  same  satisfactory  figures 
as  for  the  last  year,  but  the  Immunity  Index  which  showed  the 
percentage  of  children  immunised  during  the  last  five  years,  and 
whose  immunity  is  therefore  °t  a high  level,  to  have  increased. 

The  total  increase  of  all  children  up  to  14  years  rose  by  9$  to 
72$.  The  rise  in  the  Index  of  children  under  one  year,  rose  by 
2$  and  in  children,  from  5-14  years,  by  15$. 

This  is  very  encouraging  and  reflects  credit  on  parents, 
doctors,  health  visitors  and  the  head  teachers  of  the  schools, 
a.nd  shows  that  even  during  an  intensive  and  e nthusiastic  campaign 
of  -vaccination  against  poliomyelitis,  the  threat  of  diphtheria 
was  by  no  means  lost  sight  of. 

The  goal  of  diphtheria  immunisation  remains  as  before,  to 
get  at  least  75$  of  the  child  population  as  completely  immunised 
as  possible,  and  keep  them  so,  for  the  occasional  outbreak  still  does 
occur  from  time  to  time  in  various  parts  of  the  country. 

Whooping  Cough  Prophylaxis.  A further  393  children  received 
protection  against  whooping  cough,  the  la.rge  majority  by  means  of 
the  triple  antigen  of  Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus  and  Diphtheria. 

In  1959,  353  children  received  this  protection. 

The  graph,  showing  the  number  of  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  each 
year  and  the  number  of  children  receiving  the  protection  against 
the  disease,  which  was  commenced  last  year,  has  been  continued. 

The  fall  in  incidence  co-incident  with  the  rise  in  the  number  of 
children  protected  is  quite  dramatic. 

Tetanus , 386  children  received  protection  against  Tetanus 

by  means  of  the  triple  antigen  compared  with  333,  in  1959. 

In  1957,  only  42  children  received  this  protection. 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox.  Primary  vaccination  against 
Smallpox  numbered  225  and  re-vaccinations  64.  In  1959  the 
number  of  primary  vaccinations  was  181  and  re-vaccinations,  35. 

The  number  of  vaccinations  is  still  small  but  shove  a slight 
improvement . 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination.  The  figures  for  Poliomyelitis 
vaccinations  are  given  as  a whole  for  the  South  Area.  In  I960, 
21,304  children  aged  6 months  to  15  years,  1312  expectant  mothers, 

410  in  other  groups  including  trained  nurses,  ambulance  drivers 
and  some  hospital  staff,  3376  young  persons  aged  15  to  25  years,  and 
1389  aged  26  to  40  years,  a total  of  27,791  persons  received  two 
injections.  In  addition  22,254  third  injections  were  given. 
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An  extension  of  the  age  limit  to  40  years  together  with 
certain  other  groups  took  place  in  i960. 

The  campaign  proceeded  throughout  the  year  with  vigour. 

There  was  a good  response  by  parents  for  their  young  children, 
but  the  response  in  the  older  age  groups  up  to  40  years  was  not 
so  good. 

(5)  Home  Help  Service.  A total  of  267  (270)  persons  living  in 
the  Urban  District  received  the  services  of  a home  help  for 
varying  periods  during  the  year.  There  were  22  (39) 
confinements,  11  (8)  of  acute  illness,  222  (21l)  aged  and 
infirm  persons,  8(8)  blind,  3 (4)  of  tuberculosis  and  one 
problem  family. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  elderly  people 
receiving  the  services  on  the  figures  for  former  years,  and  a 
slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  confinement  cases  and  those  of 
acute  illness. 

This  is  a particularly  valuable  service  and  a close  link 
is  kept  with  the  other  services, who  give  help  to  the  aged. 

(6)  Care  and  After-care.  Regular  meetings  were  held  by  the 
Gosforth  and  Castle  Ward  After  Care  Sub-Committee  and  as  in 
previous  years,  aid  in  the  form  of  extra  milk,  clothing,  the 
payment  of  travelling  expenses  of  relatives  to  hospital,  and  in 
suitable  cases  the  provision  of  comforts,  was  given. 

Patients  suffering  from  chest  and  heart  diseases,  other 
than  tuberculosis,  are  considered  by  the  Committee. 

(7)  Nursing  Care  Committee , The  extremely  useful  voluntary 
work  of  this  Committee  continued  steadily  during  the  year,  310 
(22l)  individuals  were  loaned  nursing  requisites  and  invalid 
furniture  comprising  504  (537)  separate  articles,  and  invalid 
wheel  chairs  on  loan  to  19  individuals. 

The  Committee  maintain  the  stock  of  individual  requisites 
and  renew  and  make  additional  purchases  as  required.  The  more 
specialised  items  of  equipment  are  providedly  the  South  Area 
Sub-Committee . 

(8)  Chiropody  Service.  In  July,  I960,  arrangements  were  made 
to  provide  a Chiropody  Service  throughout  the  administrative 
County  for  the  handicapped  and  for  expectant  mothers.  This 
service  is  available  to  the  elderly  in  districts  where  facilities 
are  not  being  provided  by  the  Old  People’s  Welfare  Voluntary 
Committees.  Arrangements  can  be  made  for  domiciliary  visits 
where  necessary  and  appointments  can  be  made  through  the  health 
visitors. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS . 


Particulars  of  District. 

Area  1739  acres 

Registrar  General's  estimated  population  26,320 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to 

rate  books  at  31st  March,  I960.  8471 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  rate  £1,477.  1.  0 

Rateable  value  at  31st  March,  I960  £360,644. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


Live  births  (legitimate) 

Live  births  (illegitimate) 

Still  births 
Deaths 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population 
Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and 
still  births 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

205 

188 

393 

10 

3 

13 

- 

4 

4 

187 

187 

374 

16.3 

9*8 

12.3 

One 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  12.3 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births  12.3 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births 


Deaths. 

Deaths  from  Malignant  Diseases  (all  ages)  63 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

(all  ages)  1 


19. 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH. 


(taken  from  the  Registrar  General’s  Return 


Males . 

Females 

All  causes 

187 

(a) 

187 

(W) 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

1 

(1) 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

Meningococcal  infections 

- 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

4 

O 

(1) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

10 

(1) 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

* 

9 

(2) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

1 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasm 

16 

14 

(2) 

Leukaemia , aleukaemia 

_ 

— 

Diabetes 

1 

..(1) 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

22 

(2: 

1 

28 

(4) 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

43 

(2: 

1 

31 

(2) 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

5 

(I] 

1 

2 

Other  heart  diseases 

42  (29 

\ 

38 

(14) 

Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

4 

Influenza 

1 

_ 

Pneumonia 

5 

(3) 

5 

(4) 

Bronchitis 

13 

5 

(1) 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

(1) 

1 

Ulcbr  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

- 

1 

G-astritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

- 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

(1) 

4 

(2) 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

5 

- 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

1 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

- 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

9 

(1) 

18 

(2) 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

7 

2 

All  other  accidents 

1 

11 

(8) 

Suicide 

— 

- 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

- 

- 
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TABLE  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  FOR  THE  PAST  20 YEARS 
(194-1-1960)  compared  with  rates  for  England  and  Wales. 


General  Deaths  Rate. 

Infant  Mortality 

Rate . 

Birth  Rate. 

Gosforth 

England  & 
Wales 

Gosforth 

England  & 
Wales 

Gosforth 

England 
& Wales 

1941 

10.0 

11.6 

50.2 

53 

11.2 

15.7 

194-2 

9.47 

11.6 

13.6 

49 

14.4 

16.3 

1943 

10.7 

12.1 

24.1 

49 

16.4 

17.0 

1944 

10.7 

11.6 

29.6 

46 

18.2 

18.1 

1945 

13.1 

11.4 

36.2 

46 

16.0 

16.5 

1946 

10.6 

11.5 

22.8 

43 

17.6 

19.6 

1947 

9.1 

12.0 

23.6 

41 

18.7 

21.0 

1948 

9.9 

10.8 

24.7 

34 

16.7 

18.3 

1949 

9.9 

11.7 

28.8 

32 

15.7 

16.7 

1950 

13.1 

11.6 

11.4 

29.8 

14.5 

15.8 

1951 

11.1 

12.5 

25.2 

29.6 

14.5 

15.5 

1952 

9.2 

11.3 

24.9 

27.6 

14.6 

15.3 

1953 

14.1 

11.4 

16.1 

26.8 

14.1 

15.5 

1954 

13.5 

11.3 

35.1 

25.5 

15.3 

15.2 

1955 

15.7 

11.7 

28.7 

24.9 

17.2 

15.3 

1956 

11.2 

11.7 

14.4 

23.8 

17.0 

15.7 

195,7 

12.7 

11.5 

11.2 

23.0 

15.1 

16.1 

1958 

11.1 

11.7 

10.7 

22.5 

15.4 

16.4 

1959 

10.8 

11.6 

22.9 

22.0 

17.8 

16.5 

i960 

12.3 

11.5 

12.3 

21.7 

16.3 

17.1 

INFANT  MORTALITY . 


Congenital  deformities  50  minutes 

Intercranial  haemorrhage,  prematurity  21  hours 

Prematurity  1 day 

Atelectasis,  premature  birth  3 days 

Inhalation  of  vomit  2 months 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES  . 


The  table  on  page  22  gives  the  number  and  age  groups  of  the 
cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year. 

Cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  and  isolation  are  removed 
to  the  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases,  Walkorgate.  This 
hospital  is  controlled  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY  SERVICE, 

Appended  is  a summary  of  Bacteriological  reports  received 
from  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Newcastle  General  Hospital, 
on  specimens  submitted  by  local  medical  practitioners  and  by  the 
Health  Department. 

Positive . Negative.  Total. 


Throat  swabs  for  Haemolytic 


Streptococci 

A 

8 

12 

Throat  swabs  for  Diphtheria 

- 

6 

6 

Throat  swabs  for  organisms  of 

Vincent’s  Angina 

- 

3 

3 

Specimens  of  faeces  for  pathogenic 

organisms 

Specimens  of  urine  for  pathogenic 

3 

32 

35 

organisms 

- 

1 

1 

Throat  swab  for  Coagulase  positive 

staphylococci 

“i 

± 

- 

1 

8 


50 


58 
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Food  Poisoning  Notifications  (corrected) 
Registrar  General. 

as  returned  to 

the 

1st  Quarter  2nd  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter 

4th  Quarter 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cases  otherwise  ascertained. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Symptomless  Excreters. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Fatal  Cases 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Particulars  of  Outbreaks. 

Nil 

Single  Cases. 

Nil 

Salmonella  Infections. 

not  foot?  borne. 

Nil 

I.T.  Inward  transfer 
R.R.  Returned  to  register. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  i960. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  G-ontlemen, 

Once  again  I am  privileged  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report. 

Mr.  Davison,  my  additionalPublic  Health  Inspector  left  the  service 
of  this  Council  on  the  31st  August,  I960,  to  take  up  a similar  appoint- 
ment with  the  Whitley  Bay  Corporation.  He  had  been  in  the  service  of 
this  Council  for  exactly  two  years  and  during  that  period  he  disting- 
uished himself  by  obtaining  the  Diploma  for  the  Inspection  of  Meat  and 
other  Foods.  He  was  a very  capable  and  efficient  officer  and  I wish 
him  well  in  his  new  appointment. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  vacancy  remained  unfilled  and  in  con- 
sequence, routine  work  suffered  to  some  extent. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  whole  of  the  district  has  a piped  water  supply  provided  by 
the  Newcastle  and  G-ateshead  Water  Company. 

I am  again  indebted  to  the  General  Manager  and  Engineer  and  also 
to  the  Chief  Chemist  for  supplying  me  with  the  following  details  re- 
lating to  the  bacteriological  examination  of  samples  of  filtered  and 
chlorinated  water  taken  at  the  Whittle  Dene  and  Throckley  Works. 

The  total  number  of  samples  examined  was  1125. 

Classification  Number 

Excellent  1122 

Satisfactory  2 

Unsatisfactory  1 

These  samples  were  taken  from  the  water  passing  into  the 
distribution  mains  and  are  representative  of  the  water  in  all  parts 
of  the  system. 


99.7 

0.2 

0.1 


DRAINAGE  SYSTEMS  AND  DRAIN  TESTING 

A total  of  well  over  five  hundred  visits  were  made  in  connection 
with  drain  testing  and  dealing  with  queries  relative  to  the  lay-out 
of  such  systems. 

Two  hundred  and  ten  water  tests  were  carried  out,  covering  three 
thousand  and  seventy-four  yards,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  smoke 
tests  were  applied. 

The  bulk  of  this  work  was  mainly  associated  with  the  construction 
of  new  dwelling-houses  etc. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


Refuse  Collection 

During  the  year  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  new  houses  were 
completed,  and  the  population  increased  from  25950  to  26320. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  new  houses  completed  on 
the  Fawdon  Farm  Estate  increased  to  295*  Apart  from  additions  to 
other  sections  of  tfte  district,  this  estate,  together  with  the 
Regent  ^arm  Estate,  now  comprise  some  65O  premises  from  which  refuse 
is  collected.  Collections  from  these  two  estates  proceeded  smoothly 
throughout  the  year,  and  without  detriment  to  the  schedules  relating 
to  other  parts  of  the  district. 

Specific  periods  excepted,  i.e.  periods  following  public 
holidays  or  during  abnormal  weather  conditions,  weekly  collections 
were  maintained.  Inevitably  following  these  periods  I received 
the  usual  crop  of  complaints.  It  is  gratifying,  to  some  extent 
at  least,  to  note  that  these  complaints  are  usually  confined  to  a 
small  section  of  the  population,  and  significantly  enough  usually 
to  the  same  persons. 

Sickness  among  the  collecting  staff  naturally  plays  its  part  in 
creating  "arrears'1.  During  the  financial  year  ended  31st  March, 

1961,  approximately  1250  man-hours,  representing  some  £3 12,  were 
lost  owing  to  sickness.  A simple  remedy  to  catch-up  on  the  "arrears" 
following  public  holidays,  would  be  to  engage  the  staff  on  overtime 
following  these  specific  periods. 

Refuse  Disposal 

During  the  whole  of  the  financial  year,ovair  which  my  costs  are 
based,  the  Benton  Tip,  situated  in  the  Urban  District  of  Longbenton 
continued  to  be  the  main  disposal  point.  From  G-osforth  alone, 

3310  loads  of  refuse  we  re  deposited,  representing  an  estimated  tonnage 
of  12450  tons. 

The  expenditure  incurred  in  the  disposal  of  the  refuse  is  equally 
borne  by  the  Longbenton  and  Gosforth  Councils. 

Once  again  it  is  my  pleasure  and  privilege  to  voice  on  your 
behalf  our  sincere  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Longbenton 
Council  for  continuing  to  provide  to  this  Council  facilities  for  the 
disposal  of  refuse.  In  this  particular  regard  I would  also  like  to 
mention  Mr.  Lockey,  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  to  the  Longbenton 
Council. 
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Salvage  Disposal 

The  quantity  of  waste  paper  forwarded  to  the  Board  Mills  during 
the  financial  year  ended  the  31st  March,  1961,  was  370  tons,  a slight 
increase  of  7 tons  over  the  previous  financial  year. 

The  figure  of  370  tons  represents  1.17  tons  per  month  per  1000 
population  and  realised  an  income  of  £2973,  an  increase  of  £64  over 
the  previous  year. 

The  tonnage  of  the  various  grades  of  waste  paper  forwarded  to  the 
Board  Mills  and  the  income  received  from  the  sale  thereof  is  as  follows: 


Grade 

T. 

Weigl- 

c. 

Q. 

£. 

Income 

s. 

d. 

Mixed  Paper 

213 

1 

2 

1397 

18 

9 

Fibre  Board 

48 

1 

1 

455 

16 

11 

Newsprint 

108 

8 

1 

921 

10 

369 

11 

0 

£2975 

5 

6 

Costing  Returns  (196O-6I) 

At  the  time  of  compiling  this  report  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government's  Manual  on  Public  Cleansing  Costing  Returns  for  the 
1960-61  financial  year  in  respect  of  the  larger  urban  areas  in  England 
and  Wales  was  not  available.  Consequently  I was  not  able  to  compare 
the  costs  of  this  Authority  with  Authorities  of  comparable  population 
for  this  particular  year. 

The  cost  appertaining  to  this  district  and  relating  to  1000  of 
population  and  per  1000  premises  is  described  below  and  for  the  sake 
of  comparison  I have  again  covered  a period  of  four  years.  I have 
also  included  similar  costs  relating  to  districts  with  a population 
range  of  under  30000  so  far  as  the  figures  are  available. 


Per  1000  of  population 

1957/58 

1958/59 

1959/60 

1960/61 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Gosforth  U.D.C. 

564 

591 

622 

622 

Other  Authorities 

584 

611 

— 

Per  1000  Premises 

1957/58 

1958/59 

1959/60 

1960/61 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Gosforth  U.D.C. 

1606 

1658 

1734 

1792 

Other  Authorities 

1835 

1892 

- 
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COST  STATEMENT 


Particulars 


Collection  Disposal 


Percentage 

m n ! of  total 
Totals 

gross 

expenditure; 


REVENUE  ACCOUNT  (note  (a)  ) 

GROSS  EXPENDITURE: 

(i)  Labour  (note  (b)  ) 

(ii)  Transport  (note  (c) 
(iii)  Plant,  equipment,  land 
and  buildings  (note  (d) 
(iv)  Other  items  (note  (e)  ) 

(v)  Total  gross  expenditure 
GROSS  INCOME  (note  (f)  ) 

NET  COST 

Capital  expenditure  met  from 
revenue  (included  above) 

(note  (g)  ) 


1 

1 

UNIT  COSTS  (note  (h)  ) 

s.  d. 

Is. 

d. 

s. 

1 

dJ 

5 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  labour  only 

15  11 

2 

5 

18 

M 

I 6 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  transport 
only 

7 1 

2 

5 

9 

J 

6i 

7 

Net  cost  (all  expenditure) 
per  ton 

23  6 J 

2 

0 

25 

J 

j 

f ' iT  a 

£ 

£ 

£ ! 

| 8 

Net  cost  per  1,000  population 

572 

50 

I 

622  ! 

1 

9 

Net  cost  per  1,000  premises 

1649 

143 

1792  j 
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OPERATIONAL  STATISTICS 

1739  acres 
26320  persons 
12821  tons 
26.7  cwts. 

9130  premises 
100  c'/o  of  total 

4 miles 

12821  tons 

- % 

100  f0 

- % 

<r/ 


20.  Salvage.  Analysis  of  income  and  tonnage: 

Income 

(included  in 
Item  2) 


£ 

(a)  Raw  Kitchen  Waste  (note  (a)  ) 

(b)  Scrap  Metal 

( c)  Waste:  Papor 2975 

(d)  Other  Salvage......... - 

(e)  Totals  2975 


100  % 


Tonnage 
Collected 
(included  in 
Item  12) 

Tons 


370 


370 


10.  Area  (statute  acres)  - land  and  inland  water  

11.  Population  at  30th  June.  I960  (Registrar-General's  Estimate).... 

12.  Total  refuse  collected  (tons)  (Estimated  weighings) ............ . 

13.  Weight  (cwts)  per  1,000  population  per  day  (365  days  to  year)  .. 

14.  Number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  is  collected 

15.  Premises  from  which  collections  are  made  at  least  once  weekly 

16.  Average  haul,  single  journey,  to  final  disposal  point 

(including  — miles  by  secondary  transport)  

17.  Kerbside  collection  expressed  as  estimated  percentage  of  total 

collection  

18.  Total  refuse  disposed  of  (of  which  12451  tons  were  disposed 

of  by  other  local  authorities)  

19.  Methods  of  disposal  (Salvage  excluded): 

( a)  Crude  tipping  

(b)  Controlled  tipping  

( c)  Direct  incineration  

( d)  Separation  and  incineration 

(e)  Other  methods  (state  nature)  


6. 

NOTES 

(a)  Comprising  the  expenditure  directly  attributable  to  the  service, 
including  sums  paid  to  other  local  authorities.  Excluding  all 
expenditure  and  income  arising  from  the  operation  of  kitchen 
waste  processing  plant  but  including  expenditure  on  normal 
collection  of  raw  kitchen  waste  and  (against  Items  2 and  20  (a)  ) 
an  appropriate  amount  of  income  corresponding  to  its  sale. 

(b)  "Labour"  means  all  employees  other  than  clerical  staff,  drivers 
and  mechanics.  Expenditure  includes  holiday  and  sick  pay,  bonus 
payments  * all  superannuation  charges,  employer’s  contributions 
to  national  insurance  and  the  cost  of  protective  clothing  and 
uniforms, 

(c)  Transport  means  all  types  of  vehicles  and  expenditure  includes 
running  and  maintenance  costs,  wages  of  drivers  and  mechanics 
and  other  revenue  expenses  (including  loan  charges). 

(d)  Including  running  costs,  maintenance  expenses,  loan  charges  and 
all  sums  charged  to  revenue  account  in  respect  of  the  provision 
or  renewal  of  buildings,  plant,  dustbins,  etc.  Costs  of  war 
damage  repairs  should  be  excluded. 

(e)  Including  salaries  and  wages  not  already  mentioned,  payments  to 
other  local  authorities  for  collection  and/or  disposal  of  refuse 
and  payments  to  contractors.  Excluding  all  administration  and 
office  expenses.  No  part  of  the  Chief  Officer's  salary  should 
be  included. 

(f)  To  ensure  statistical  uniformity  all  salvage  income  (except  raw 
kitchen  waste)  should  be  credited  to  Disposal.  Trade  refuse 
collection  income  should  be  credited  two-thirds  to  Collection 
and  one-third  to  Disposal.  Income  from  raw  kitchen  waste  should 
be  credited  to  the  account  which  bears  the  cost  of  its  collection. 

(g)  Item  4 excludes  and  Item  1 includes  loan  charges  and  contributions 
to  depreciation  funds. 

(h)  Gross  unit  costs  of  collection  and  disposal  should  be  based  on  the 
tonnages  shown  at  Items  12  and  18  respectively  but  the  net  cost  of 
disposal  should  be  based  on  the  tonnage  of  the  council’s  own  refuse, 
i.e.  excluding  refuse  received  from  other  local  authorities. 
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Staff 

It  would  be  remiss  of  me  to  conclude  this  section  of  my  report 
without  a word  of  praise  for  Mr.  Oliver  and  the  outside  staff.  My 
appreciation  of  their  efforts  is  more  readily  understood,  when  one 
considers  that  the  task  of  securing  suitable  workmen  for  this  type 
of  employment  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult.  The  very  nature 
of  the  work  plus  the  more  attractive  monetary  rewards  to  be  found 
in  other  industries,  is  a strong  deterrent  in  the  recruitment  of 
workmen. 

Mr.  ^eorge  Oliver  retired  at  the  age  of  65  years  in  September. 
Apart  from  his  war  service  in  1914-18,  he  served  this  Council  for 
fifty  years.  He  commenced  his  employment  in  the  Surveyor's  Depart- 
ment in  1910  at  the  age  of  15;  in  1930  he  was  transferred  to  the 
Health  Department  and  in  1950,  he  was  promoted  Foreman. 

Mr.  Oliver  was  an  extremely  reliable  and  conscientious  workman, 
and  I really  wish  him  well  in  his  retirement. 

Mr.  Cusack  who  has  been  in  the  service  of  this  Council  for 
approximately  34  years  was  appointed  as  successor  to  Mr.  Oliver. 

HOUSING- 

During  the  year  I submitted  reports  on  the  condition  of  the 
dwelling-houses  in  John  Street,  Bowes  Street  and  Streatlem  Terrace, 
an  area  comprising  thirty-nine  houses.  It  was  resolved  to  review 
these  houses  in  five  years'  time. 

Reports  were  also  submitted  in  connection  with  dwelling-houses 
in  Wardle  Street,  West  Street  and  Fawdon  Farm  Cottages. 

It  was  resolved  to  make  bardie  Street  a Clearance  Area  and  that 
notices,  pursuant  to  Section  1 6 of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  be  served 
upon  the  owner  of  Fawdon  Farm  Cottages.  It  was  also  resolved  that 
West  Street  receive  further  consideration  in  due  course* 

Apart  from  the  John  Street,  Bowes  Street  and  Streatlem  Terrace 
area,  the  five-year  programme  of  slum  clearance  as  originally  sub- 
mitted to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  in  1955  is 
now  within  sight  of  completion. 

As  I have  emphasized  in  previous  reports  there  is  a fair  amount 
of  property  in  the  urban  district  which  is  old,  but  not  necessarily 
unfit,  i.e.  based  on  present-day  standards.  I think  that  many  of  them 
with  the  aid  of  an  Improvement  Grant  could  be  developed  into  well- 
lighted  and  well-ventilated  houses,  possessing  modern  amenities,  which 
most  of  them  are  lacking  in,  such  as  constant  supplies  of  hot  water, 
baths,  interior  sanitary  accommodation,  adequate  ventilated  food 
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storage,  and  having  proper  facilities  for  the  preparation  and  cooking 
of  food. 


New  houses 


(a)  By  Local  Authority 

(b)  By  Private  Persons 


Unfit  houses  made  fit 

(a)  After  informal  action  by  Local  Authority 

(b)  After  formal  action  by  Local  Authority 


69 

119 


38 

10 


3. 


Part  1 - Application  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 


(1)  Number  of  applications  for  certificates  1 

(2)  Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates 1 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  1 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  Landlords  under 

Paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule  Nil 

(4a)  Number  of  notices  outstanding  in  Form  J Nil 

(5)  Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority  under 

proviso  to  paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule  Nil 

(6)  Number  of  certificates  issued  ...••  1 


Part  11  - Application  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates 


(7)  Applications  by  Landlords  to  Local  Authority  for 

cancellation  of  certificates  Nil 

(8)  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates  .....  Nil 

(9)  Decision  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of 

tenant’s  objection . Nil 

(10)  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  Nil 
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RODENT  INRESTATION 


During  the  year  eighty-nine  complaints  were  received  which  in- 
cluded two  complaints  of  rabbits  causing  loss  to  garden  produce. 

The  number  of  visits  made  in  this  particular  connection  showed 
a decrease  upon  the  previous  year,  683  as  against  989.  The  premises 
involved  being  126  private  dwellings  and  19  business  premises. 

Primary  inspections  revealed  that  eighty-two  of  the  private 
dwellings  were  infested  with  mice,  and  twenty-five  private  dwellings 
infested  with  rats.  Of  the  nineteen  business  premises,  ten  were 
found  to  be  infested  with  mice  and  four  infested  with  rats.  No 
evidence  of  either  rats  or  mice  could  be  found  in  the  remaining 
nineteen  private  dwellings  or  the  five  business  premises. 

No  major  infestations  were  encountered  in  either  private  dwell- 
ings or  business  premises. 

As  in  previous  years  the  rodcnticide  Warfarin  with  a bait-base 
of  oatmeal  was  used,  with  effective  results. 


DISINFESTATION 


Activities  in  this  particular  field  again  covered  a wide  range 
of  insects,  covering  no  less  than  nine  different  species,  the  most 
troublesome  being  the  cockroach. 

Considerable  success  was  achieved  in  the  eradication  of  these 
insects  by  the  use  of  DDT/Malathion  and  DDT/Lindane 


SHOPS 


During  the  year  three  hundred  and  sixteen  visits  were  made  to 
the  various  shops  in  the  district. 

A number  of  visits  concerned  the  hours  of  employment  of  young 
persons.  In  one  instance,  it  was  found  that  a boy,  under  the  age  of 
16  years,  was  commencing  his  daily  employment  at  3.30  a.m.  Following 
a warning  given  to  the  employer,  who  pleaded  ignorance  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Shops  Act  relating  to  the  hours  of  employment  of  young 
persons,  the  matter  was  satisfactorily  concludod. 

Many  queries  were  received  and  duly  answered,  on  various  aspects 
of  the  Shops  Act,  particularly  with  reference  to  general  closing  hours 
and  Sunday  trading. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  serve  twenty-four  informal  notices , these 
were  principally  concerned  irith  arrangements  for  health  and  comfort  of 
shop-workers. 
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NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  i960 

This  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  27th  November,  i960. 

Under  Section  1 of  the  Act,  noise  or  vibration  (with  certain 
exceptions)  which  would  amount  to  a nuisance  at  common  law  becomes 
a statutory  nuisance  which  can  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  pro- 
cedure provided  for  in  Part  111  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

In  the  case  of  noise  or  vibration  caused  in  the  course  of  a 
trade  or  business,  it  is  a defence  in  any  proceedings  to  show  that 
the  best  practicable  means  have  been  used  for  preventing  it  and 
counteracting  its  effect. 

Section  2 of  the  Act  deals  with  the  use  of  loudspeakers  in 
streets.  The  Act  prohibits  their  use  for  any  purpose  bet?;een 
9.0  p.m.  and  8.0  a.m.  (except  in  special  circumstances),  and  at 
any  other  time  for  advertising  any  trade,  business  or  entertainment, 
with  the  exception  that  between  noon  and  7.0  p.m.  a loudspeaker  - 
fixed  to  a vehicle  used  for  the  sale  of  perishable  foodstuffs  may 
be  operated  to  announce  that  the  commodities  are  on  sale;  the  loud- 
speaker is  however  not  to  be  so  operated  as  to  give  reasonable 
cause  for  annoyance  to  persons  in  the  vicinity. 
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£lJ^2 

There  arc  one  hundred  and  one  registered  factories  in  the 
district,  seventy- three  mechanical  factories  and  twenty-one  non- 
mechanic?.!  factories  and  seven  other  premises  in  which  Section  7 of 
the  Factories  Act  is  enforced. 

PART  1 


FACTORIES 


INSPECTIONS 
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Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 
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PART  VIII 

( OUTWORK) 


Owing  to  shortage  of  staff  it  was  not  possible  to  make  any  progress  in 
the  establishment  of  smoke  control  areas.  The  Council  had  resolved  that 
primary  investigations  be  made,  and  in  the  first  instance,  to  cover  an  area 
comprising  the  Fawdon  Farm  -Estate;  Regent  Farm  Estate  and  Grange  Estate. 


The  installation  at  the  St.  Nicholas  Hospital  is  now  complete,  two  new 
super-Lanca. shire  boilers  and  an  Economic  boiler  replacing  the  older  type  of 
Lancashire  boilers  and  the  Cochrane  boiler s which  was  installed  in  the 
laundry. 

No  complaints  were  received  in  the  Department  of  any  atmospheric 

pollution. 


INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 


Milk  Sui 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Re gulatlons^  1949 • 

Number  of  dealers  licences  issued  to  retail  "Tuberculin  Tested"  milk  ...  8 


Number  of  supplementary  licences  issued  to  retail  "Tuberculin 
Tested"  milk  ... 


• • • 


0 0 0 0 
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and  Sterilised  Milk) 


Milk  (Special  Designations) 


Number  of  dealers  licences  issued  to  retail  "Pasteurised"  milk  ...  17 

Number  of  dealers  licences  issued  to  reta.il  "Tuberculin  Tested" 

(Pasteurised)  milk 10 

Number  of  supplementary  licences  issued  to  retail  "Pasteurised" 
milk  . . » •••  • • • • • • « . . • • • . • • •••  . . . ......  3 

Number  of  dealers  licences  issued  to  retail  "Sterilised"  milk  . ...  25 

Number  of  supplementary  licences  issued  to  retail  "Sterilised" 

milk  . . » • • • • » • . • • . « « . . . « « . t • t • • • ......  4 


Number  of  persons  registered  as  Distributors  of  milk *45 

Number  of  premises  registered  as  Dairies ...  2 


Samples  of  Milk 


During  the  year  a total  of  ninety-three  samples  of  milk  were  procured. 
Out  of  this  total,  eighty-nine  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Methylene  Blue 
keeping  quality  test  and  seventy-nine  samples,  representing  88.8$  of  the 
total  submitted,  satisfied  the  test.  The  corresponding  figures  for  the 
previous  two  years  were  83.3$  and  84.1$  respectively. 


Tuberculin  Tested  (Farm  Bottled)  milk. 


Sixty  samples  we re  submitted  to  the  Methylene  Blue  test  and  fifty 
samples  representing  8 3.3$  satisfied  the  test.  These  results  are  indeed 
most  encouraging  and  a decided  improvement  upon  the  last  two  years,  when 
the  corresponding  figures  were  69. 4^  and  73.0$. 


During  the  year  samples  of  farm-bottled  milk  were  obtain  from  ten 
different  producers,  seven  of  these  producers  being  associated  with  the 
ten  unsatisfactory  samples. 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  and  Pasteurised  milk 

Nine  samples  of  Pasteurised  milk  and  twenty  samples  of  Tuberculin 
Tested  (Pasteurised)  milk  were  examined  and  found  to  satisfy  both  the 
Methylene  Blue  keeping  quality  test  and  the  Phosphatase  Test. 

Sterilised  milk 

Four  samples  of  sterilised  milk  we re  procured  and  submitted  to  the 
Turbidity  Test  and  all  we re  found  satisfactory. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OP  MILK 
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Samples  of  Ice-Cream 

During  the  year  sixteen  samples  of  ice-cream  were  procured  and 
submitted  to  the  Methylene  Blue  test. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  the  examination  of  those 
samples,  together  with  their  respective  gradings. 


Type  of  Sample 

Time  taken  to 

Provisional 

Percentage 

Pre wrapped 

Loose 

Reduce  Methylene  Blue 

Grade 

of  total 

12 

2 

hours  or  more 

1 

' 

87.50 

1 

Nil 

2|r  hours  - A hours 

2 hour  - 2 hours 

2 

6.25 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

- 

Nil 

L 

1 ■ 

0 hours 

4 I 

6.25  \ 

Once  again  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  none  of  the  prewrapped 
samples  fell  into  Grade  3 or  Grade  if.  The  satisfaction  gained  in  the 
knowledge  that  only  one  sample  fell  into  Grade  if  is  rather  offset  by 
the  fact  that  this  particular  ice-cream  consistingly  falls  into  Grade  if. 

There  is  only  one  manufacturer  of  ice-cream  in  the  district,  and 
the  type  of  ice-cream  manufactured  is  a complete  cold  mix.  This  is 
defined  as  a product  capable  of  manufacture  into  ice-cream  with  the 
addition  of  water  only. 

The  number  of  premises  from  which  ice-cream  is  sold  continues  to 
increase,  the  total  at  the  end  of  the  year  being  seventy-six. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

(Section  62)  Licensing  of  Slaughter  Houses 

The  only  slaughter-house  in  the  district,  situated  at  the  rear  of 
160  High  Street,  and  occupied  by  Messrs.  G.H.  Fenwick  Ltd.,  of  211 
Whitley  Road,  Whitley  Bay,  trading  as  T.N.  Arkle  & Son  ceased  to 
function  as  such  at  the  end  of  March. 

The  licence  appertaining  to  the  slaughter-house  was  due  to  expire 
on  the  thirty-first  day  of  January,  1961.  The  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  during  this  short  period,  together  with  the  results  of  the 
examination  of  the  carcases  and  organs  is  shown  in  the  table  on  page  17. 


17. 

Carcases  Inspe cfced  and  Condemned 


i 

i 

| ' 

! Cattle 
! Excl. 
j Cows 

n* 

Cows 

3 

Calves  s 

L J 

Number  killed 

1 33  1 Nil 

j 

t 

Nil  f 

I 

I 

J 

• Number  inspected 

, ^ ■ 

33 

1 

■ 

Nil  j 

j 

Nil  J 

Sheep  | 

& ! Pigs  | Horses 

Lambs  l 


108  j Nil  | Nil 

‘ — i ! 


Tuberculosis  and 


j Cysticeroi 

^ Whole  carcases 
J condemned 


Carcases  of  which 
> some  part  or  organ 
. was  condemned 

j 

! Percentage  of  the 

* number  inspected 
! affected  with 

i disease  other  than 

• tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 


Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 


Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

G-eneralised  and 
totally  condemned 


1 Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil  Nil 

I 

1 

! 

Nil 

i 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil  Nil 
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Slaughter  Houses  Act,  1958. 

Slaughter  House  Reports  (Appointed  Day)  Order,  1959. 

Slaughter  House  (Reports)  Direction.  1959. 

Under  Section  3 (l)  of  the  Slaughter  Houses  Act,  1958,  each 
Local  Authority  is  required  to  review  and  after  consultation  with 
the  various  organisations,  to  report  to  the  Minister  upon  the 
slaughter-house  requirements  of  their  district  and  the  facilities 
likely  to  be  available  to  meet  those  requirements. 

During  the  year  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  prepared  and  submitted 
to  the  Minister  a report  as  required  under  the  Act,  which  was  sub- 
sequently accepted  by  the  Minister. 

The  report  outlined  the  steps  which  had  been  taken  by  this 
Council,  which  included  consultations  with  the  Butchers'  Association 
and  other  Bodies.  Reference  was  also  made  to  joint  meetings  with 
representatives  of  other  Local  Authorities  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood, and  representation  at  a Conference  convened  by  the 
Newcastle  City  Council.  The  Council  resolved  to  give  general 
approval  to  the  proposals  put  forward  by  the  City  Council  at  the 
Conference. 

The  views  of  all  the  butchers  in  the  district  were  obtained, 
and  it  was  made  abundantly  clear  that  the  great  majority  of  them 
were  in  favour  of  purchasing  in  the  dead  meat  market. 

Food  Premises 

There  are  one  hundred  and  seventy-six  food  premises  in  the 
district  and  these  are  made  up  as  shown  in  the  following  table: - 


j Type  of  Premises 

No. 

Type  of  Premises 

No. 

Grocers 

28 

Retail  Bakers 

13 

■General  Dealers 

22 

Premises  with  '’Off-Licence" 

11 

Meat  Purveyors 

22 

Fishmongers  & Poulterers 

6 

Fruiterers 

18 

Bakehouses 

4 

Licensed  Premises 

24 

Fried  Fish  & Chips 

5 

Confe ctioners 

20 

Cafes 

The  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  I960,  came  into  force 
on  the  1st  October,  I960,  These  Regulations  consolidate  and  amend 
the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955  to  1957  and  are  extended  to  cover 
food  businesses  carried  on  from  home-going  ships  and  moored  vessels. 


19 


Another  important  addition  is  the  extension  of  the  definition  of  the 
"handling  of  food"  to  include  the  cleaning  of  food  utensils  and 
equipment. 

Since  the  1955  Regulations  came  into  force,  just  over  five  and 
half  years  ago,  a great  deal  has  been  achieved.  The  Regulations  were 
instrumental  in  strengthening  the  powers  of  Local  Authorities  to  en- 
force a satisfactory  standard  of  hygiene  in  food  shops.  Notwith- 
standing this  power  of  enforcement,  I have  found  that  much  of  the 
success  achieved  over  the  years  in  this  particular  field  has  been 
gained  through  the  co-operation  and  support  of  the  food  traders. 

A total  of  four  hundred  and  sixty-six  visits  were  made  to  the  various 
food  premises  in  the  district,  which  included  twenty-five  visits 
to  mobile  traders  operating  in  the  district. 

Despite  what  I have  previously  stated  it  has  been  necessary  to 
serve  thirty-seven  informal  notices  on  the  occupiers  of  food  premises 
concerned  drawing  their  attention  to  certain  contraventions  of  the 
Regulations  which  may  be  summarised  as  follows: - 

Reg.  6 (l)  Equipment  not  kept  in  good  order,  repair  and  condition. 

Reg.  9 (e)  Smoking  in  a food  room  containing  open  food. 

Reg. 14  (la) Sanitary  conveniences  not  properly  maintained. 

Reg.l6  (l)  Lack  of  suitable  and  sufficient  wash-hand  basins. 

Reg.l6  (3)  Lack  of  adequate  supplies  of  soap,  towels  etc. 

Reg. 18  Lack  of  suitable  and  sufficient  locker  accommodation. 

Reg. 23  'Vails,  floors,  ceilings  etc.,  not  kept  in  a clean 

condition  and/or  good  repair. 

Registration  of  Food  Premises 
(Section  1 6 Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955). 

During  the  year  thirteen  more  food  premises  were  registered  under 
Section  16,  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1955,  bringing  the  total  of  registered 
premises  up  to  ninety-nine. 

Seventy- three  premises  are  now  registerred  for  the  sale  of  ice- 
cream and  twenty-six  premises  registered  for  the  preparation  or  manu- 
facture of  sausages  or  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food 
intended  for  sale. 

The  type  and  number  of  food  premises  registered  as  aforesaid, 
are  shown  as  follows: - 
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| Type  of  Premises. 

No.  Regd. 

Type  of  Premises. 

No.  Regd. 

General  Dealers 

21 

Bakehouses 

4 

Meat  Purveyors 

18 

Retail  Bakers 

7 

Confectioners 

16 

Fruiterers 

7 

I Grocers 

17 

Fishmongers 

1 

Fried  Fish  & Chips 

5 

"Off-licence" 

3 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Section  2 (General  protection  for  purchasers  of  food  and  drugs) 
Section  8 (Sale,  etc.,  of  food  unfit  for  human  consumption) 

During  the  year  nine  complaints  were  received  alleging  the  find- 
ing of  extraneous  matter  in  food,  the  complaints  may  be  summarised  as 
follows:  - 

(a)  Headless  nail  in  a tin  of  stuffed  pork  roll. 

(b)  Mouldy  condition  of  artificial  cream-filled  chocolate  cake. 

(c)  Nail  in  a small  blackcurrant  tart. 

(d)  Cockroach  in  a tin  of  pease  pudding. 

(e)  Particles  of  oil  in  a loaf  of  bread  (two  cases) 

(f)  Wasp  in  a 2-pound  bag  of  sugar. 

( g)  Flour  bag  label  in  a loaf  of  bread. 

(h)  Milk  bottle  not  in  a thorough,  state  of  cleanliness. 

In  connection  with  complaints  (a),  (b)  and  (c)  legal  proceedings 
were  instituted  under  Section  8 of  the  Act.  These  cases  were  heard 
at  the  West  Castle  Ward  Petty  Sessional  Court,  and  following  pleas 
of  guilty,  fines  of  £20  plus  £5.  2s.  Od.  costs;  £20  plus  £4.  l6.  0d. 
costs  and  £30  plus  £2.  12.  6d.  costs  we re  imposed  respectively. 

Vifarning  notices  were  issued  in  connection  with  complaints  (e)  , 

(f)  and  (h) , and,  owing  to  lack  of  evidence,  it  was  decided  that 
no  action  be  taken  in  connection  with  complaints  (d)  and  (g). 

Unsound  Food  (Voluntarily  Surrendered) 

The  articles  of  food  described  on  page  21  and  weighing  some 
132  pounds  were  examined  following  their  voluntary  surrender  and 
condemned  as  unfit  for' human  consumption. 

This  food,  not  considered  suitable  for  processing  was  destroyed 
in  the  incinerator  situated  in  the  Council  yard. 
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19 

Tins 

of 

Meat 

5 

Tins  of  Vegetables 

19 

tt 

Eruit 

2 

” " Milk 

9 

ti 

Tomatoes 

1 

" " Fish 

Adulteration  of  Food 

I am  again  indebted  to  Mr.  C.L.  Arlidge,  Chief  Inspector  of 
Weights  and  Measures,  Northumberland  County  Council  for  supplying 
me  with  details  of  samples  taken  by  his  sampling  officers  in  the 
Urban  District  of  G-osforth  during  the  year  under  review. 

Out  of  a total  of  one  hundred  and  six  samples  procured,  which 
included  twenty-seven  samples  of  milk,  only  one  sample  was  reported 
unsatisfactory  by  the  Public  Analyst.  Samples  of  milk  were 
procured  at  three  schools  and  found  to  be  genuine. 

A sample  of  stewed  steak,  although  genuine,  was  found  to  con- 
tain traces  of  meta.1  contamination.  The  retailers  (a  multiple  firm) 
were  advised  to  withdraw' all  remaining  stocks  from  sale. 

GENERAL  INFORMATION 

The  following  tables  attempt  to  illustrate  the  amount  of  work 
carried  out  during  the  year  in  connection  with  the  many  fields  of 
activity  particularly  associated  with  the  Health  Department. 


TABLE  1 

(Complaints  received  and  dealt  with) 


Nature  of  Complaint 


Accumulations 

3 

Vermin  (Rats  and  Mice) 

89 

Dampness  (Dwelling-house) 

27 

Disrepair(  do.  ) 

38 

Vermin  (insects) 

37 

Defective  dustbins 

21 

Defective  drains 

7 

Foul  smells 

13 

Miscellaneous 

252 

22. 


TABLE  11 

(Summary  of  Visits) 

Accumulations  11 

Dwelling  Houses  830 

Cinemas  and  Dance  Halls  2 

Ditches  and  Streams  1 6 

Drainage  Systems  556 

Drain  Test: - 

Smoke  149 

Water  210 

Factories  (Mechanical)  96 

(non-mechanical)  42 

Outworkers  5 

Infectious  Diseasos  Enquiries  35 

Disinfections  1 

Revisits  65 

National  Assistance  Act  21 

Rodent  Infestations: - 

Rats  188 

Mice  495 

Refuse  Collection  - Supervision  624 

Shops  Act  316 

Mobile  Food  Traders  25 

Food  Premises  466 

Slaughter  Houses  23 

Verminous  Premises  118 

Workplaces  and  Offices  11 

Miscellaneous  269 

4574 


Total 
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TABLE  111 

(Sanitary  Improvements  Effected) 

Ceiling  Plaster  repaired  or  renewed  9 

Dangerous  walls  repaired  2 

Doors  repaired,  reb,ung  or  renewed  11 

Eaves-gutters  cleaned-out,  rep'd  or  ren'd  9 

External  walls  pointed  3 

Fallspouts  repaired  or  renewed  17 

Floors  repaired,  ventilated  etc.  16 

Roofs  repaired  24 

Sash cords  renewed  4 

Sink  waste  pipes  renewed/repaired  5 

Staircase  repaired  3 

Wallplaster  repaired  or  renewed  7 

Water  supplies  repaired  or  renewed  1 

Windows  repaired;  made  to  open  9 

Yard  paving  repaired  2 

Choked  drains  cleansed  11 

Dustbins  provided  276 

W. C.  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  2 

W. Co  structures  repaired  or  renewed  4 

Total  415 
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CONCLUSION' 

In  concluding  my  report  I would  like  to  express  my  sincere 
appreciation  of  the  kind  support  I have  received  throughout  the 
year  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  the  Chairman  of  the  Health 
Committee  and  from  all  other  members  of  the  Council.  I am  also 
conscious  of  the  sympathetic  and  courteous  manner  in  which  my 
reports  to  the  various  committees  have  been  received  and  dealt 
with. 


May  I also  take  this  opportunity  to  refer  to  the  kindly 
assistance  afforded  to  me  by  Dr.  Hopper,  and  to  the  kindness  and 
co-operation  received  from  the  Chief  Officials  of  the  Council  in 
connection  with  the  many  and  varied  matters  occurring  during  the 
year. 


It  also  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  pay  tribute  to  Mrs. 
Raine  and  Miss  Oliver  for  their  painstaking  efforts  and  continued 
support . 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  STENGER, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 


